
 

Diocese of Monterey      Office of the Bishop 
             bishop@dioceseofmonterey.org 

             (831) 373-4345 

               August 3, 2022 

 

Dear Priests, Deacons, Principals, Directors of Religious Education, Youth Ministers: 

 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for all the work that you do to protect our 

children.  As we mark the twentieth anniversary of the Charter for the Protection of Children 

and Young People it is important to rededicate ourselves to following the Charter and the 

Diocese of Monterey’s Safe Environment Program.   

 

I would like to formally state that I approve of Virtus’ Protecting God’s Children curriculum 

for training adults who work with children in the name of the Church in Monterey.  I also 

approve of the Virtus’ Empowering God’s Children and for the Catholic Schools, the Family 

Life curriculum for training children and young people regarding appropriate and inappropriate 

conduct by adults.  With my endorsement of these programs, it is your responsibility to see 

that these programs are implemented in your parishes and schools.   

 

I have asked Susan Mayer to act as Safe Environment Coordinator for the Diocese and Terry 

Burrows is the manager of the Virtus database.  Both Susan and Terry rely upon your 

individual and collective efforts to make sure that all volunteers and children/teens are trained 

as required by the Charter and the Diocese of Monterey’s Safe Environment Program.  Terry 

can assist you with any problems you may have with the Virtus training program or with the 

database.   

 

Each year, the Diocese of Monterey must demonstrate its compliance with the Charter.  Every 

year we must either submit data to the auditors or participate in an onsite audit.   

 

To ensure the accuracy of our reports to the auditors, I am asking that you fully cooperate with 

Terry and Susan when they request information from you for the data collection that is 

required each year by the Charter.   

 

Children are our most precious resource, and we must do all that we can to ensure that they are 

safe when parents entrust them to our care.  By following the Charter and our own policies 

and procedures, we do our best to keep our promise to parents to protect their children when 

they are under our care. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

  
Most Reverend Daniel E. Garcia 

Bishop of Monterey 
                                                                                                                                        SEAL OF THE BISHOP OF MONTEREY 
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